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A D D KR E323 
To THE 


PEOPLE of ENGLAND. 


My dear Countrymen and Fellow Subjefts, 
EE IVE me leave, with all the 
GMs feelings of humanity, to be- 
1 ſpeak your attention to what 

K Jam going to lay before you. 
The preſent very great profli- 

gacy of morals which runs through, and 
ſeems in ſome meaſure to have infected 
the whole nation, is matter of melancho- 
ly concern, and calls upon all to conſider, 
whilft conſideration can be of any avail, 


| how the progreſs may be ſtopped, and the 
direful effects thereof in ſome degree ob- 
viated ; and happy would it be for the 
Whole, conld all the individuals be fo 
B ſhewn 


Ce at „ er ett ets. 
* 
* 
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ſhewn to themſelves, and the great and 


crying ſins of the age have ſuch a colour- 
ing given to them, as could not fail of 
rouzing men out of their lethargy, into a 
ſtriking ſenſe of the danger they are in, 


and compel them to labour in good ear- 


neſt how to eſcape it; that they may be 
brought to think before thinking be too 
late. The honour of God, the intereſt of 
religion, and the ſafety of the publick, 
demand of every ſubject his beſt endea- 


vours for putting an end, as ſpeedily as 


poſſible, to that corruption which ſo uni- 
verſally prevails. 5 


LET us reflect a little upon the evils 
likely to enſue ſhould this monſtrous de- 
generacy continue longer, and ſpread fur- 
ther amongſt us; the principal ſources of 
which it will be highly aps firſt to wy 


Open. 


THe great, and what I ſhall in a man- 
ner dwell wholly upon as drawing after it 
all the reſt, is the too general neglect of, 
God and religious duties; this is the 


1880 Ns of all moral depravity. No- 
thing 


[3] 


thing being found, upon an appeal to 


facts, more evident, than that the not liv- 
ing under a firm perſuaſion of an all-ſee- 
ing and moſt powerful Being, is the root 
from whence have iſſued all the miſchiefs 
the world has been plagued with fince 
the time of the firſt tranſgreſſion; and 


it is too notorious, that religion is fallen 


to ſuch an ebb amongſt us, as to have in 
a great meaſure with ſome, and wholly 


with others, loſt its hold of the human 


— 


mind. It is a grief to ſay, how ſhame- 
fully God's ſervice is ſhunned, and what 
a ſlight is put upon his ordinances ! How 
faintly men think of his promiſes, and 


how boldly they defy his threatnings! 


IT may not be amiſs to give, by way 


of introduction to what will follow, a 


ſhort ſketch of the condition of mankind, 
both out of ſociety and in it, uninflu- 
enced by any ſenſe of a fuperior Being, 
noticing their actions, with a view of put- 


ting a laſting diſtinction betwixt them: 


by which may clearly be perceived, the 
great efficacy of religion in conducting 
the affairs of this world, and how much 


B 2 | of 


(4 ] 
of mens ſafety and commodious way of 


living is abſolutely owing to it. - 


W1THouT the belief of a God im- 
preſſing the mind, and directing its ope- 
rations, there would ſcarce he any living 
at all; man would turn out a greater ſa- 
vage than the ravenous beaſts, in that he 
could come at his prey more ways than 
they. The powers of thought and in- 
vention (which, rightly applied, are his 
diſtinguiſhing glory) ſhew how much, 
and by what means, he may benefit him- 
| ſelf from injuring his fellow-creatures ; 

and the preſent tendency of his frame, if 
1 not checked by ſome higher counteracting 
principle, will carry him precipitately to 
= it; make him uſe all his efforts to reduce 
| the number, and abate the pungency of 
| his wants, and to put in practice every 
maethad for enlarging and heightening his 
| 


ſatisfactions. From one man's peculiari- 
ty of circumſtance, or through his greater 
| dexterity in the arts of diſſimulation and 
| coꝛenage, ariſe various ways, by which he 

it may ere& his own fortune upon the diſ- 

1 treſs he ſhall bring others into; and 

| predo- 


C5 1 

predominancy of appetite would give 
ſuch an impulſe to his powers of acting 
as could ſcarce be reſiſted; and thus 
would fraud and rapine, ſecret craft and 
villany, in every inſtance, get the better 
of, and with a high hand lord it over, 
honeſty and fair dealing. People of rank 
and opulence would do well to lay this 
ſeriouſly to heart, ſince the ſecurity of 
their perſons, and the quiet enjoyment 
of their eſtates, ſo entirely depend on a 
vivid affecting ſenſe of God's ſuperinten- 
dency having place in the world. If they 
would live free from the inroads of others, 
it is indiſpenſibly incumbent upon them 
to cultivate, cheriſh, and ſupport, by 
means moſt likely to inſure ſucceſs, prin- 
ciples of ſound religion, as far and as 
wide as their character and influence can 
be ſuppoſed to extend. 


RELIGION is as neceſſary to the 
formation and eſtabliſhment of political 
ſociety, as to the preſervation and tran- 
quil ſtate of the individual. It was long 
ago obſerved, by one moſt intimately 
acquainted with the ſundry workings of 

| the 


[ 6 ] 
the human ban that he would ſooner 
believe a city might be built without a 
foundation, than a government framed 
and upheld without the belief of a Deity. 
It is the full and firm perſuaſion of a 
God, and of an equal impartial retribu- 
tion in a world to come, which is the 
very cement of ſociety, that imparts life, 
ſpirit and vigour, to all its parts, excit- 
ing both prince and people to a hearty 
active diſcharge. of their reſpective engage- 
ments and duties to one another, 


IA ſorry to fay, that certain modern 
practices in our own country have but 
too fully proved the truth of the above 
argument. The anarchy of the com- 
mon people, on ſome late occaſions, is an 
evident proof of the want of religious 
principle, or of the weakneſs of it; 
throwing off every kind of curb, each 
man ſets up for his own director, and, 
without once thinking of the conſe- 
quence, does what ſeemeth right in his 
own eyes. Suppoſing a reaſon for their 
complaints really to have exiſted, yet the 
licentious manner in which they ſpoke, 

I might 


„ 
I might fay, in ſome caſes boaſted of 


them, and: their demands for redreſs in 
a way ſo ſubverſive of all legal authority 
and eſtabliſhed order, beſpoke a turbulent 
ſeditious ſpirit, and plainly , ſhews, that 
they will rife from leſs and leſs cauſes 
perpetually. Such an humour, if not 
put under proper reſtraints in time, will 
| ſoon break out into all the exceſſes of vio- 
lence ; and no * can be ſafe either in 
perſon or property. A writer in one of 
the public papers, which I lately took ups 
entirely goes along with me in opinion. 
I ſhall give his words. * It is certain, 
that our preſent troubles and diſcon- 
« tents ariſe from an almoſt total neglect 
« (I might fay contempt) of religion; 
© « an almoſt univerſal corruption of mo- 
cc rals, and an idle luxury, which at once 
« enervates, and renders us venal; the 
«© man who can point out a practical me- 
ce thod of reforming thoſe abuſes, is not 
« the favourer of any party, but the friend 
« of the nation in general.” It were 
much to be wiſhed, indeed, that ſome 
method could. be taken for bringing men 


to 


* 4 CB — * — — — 


[3] 
to a better mind, and to a courſe of 4c- | 
tion more conſiſtent with the character of 
rationality : and, it is humbly. appre- 
hended, that no method bids ſo fair for 
doing this effectually, as the bringing 
them under a ſtrong lively ſenſe of their 
duty. Let them firſt be made good chriſ- 


tians, and they will neceffarily become 


good citizens, loyal and dutiful ſubjects. 
If they are once wrought upon, it makes 
no difference by what ſort of means, or 
from what quarter adminiſtered, to live in 
the fear of God, they will certainly ho- 


| Hour magiſtracy, and obey the laws. To 


do this bein g part of their religion, and 


bound upon them by penalties ſufficient 


to move and turn the moſt Celery.” 


oh T ne appears a above, tin itt 
the degree the ſenſe of a Supreme Being 
grows leſs efficacious,” is the reſtraint 
upon vice taken off, and a gate opens for 
every thing that is bad and immoral to 
enter in by. But ſuch a ſenſe could not 
be-generated at firſt, nor, ſuppoſing this, 
could it be preſerved afterwards in vigour 
| ſufficient 


[ 9] 
ſufficient to become a ſteady principle of 
action, without certain times, places, and 
_ perſons, being ' appropriated for men's 
public afſembling, and with one voice de- 
claring, their common dependence upon 
him, for whatever is requiſite to their 
well-being and happineſs. For if men did 
not every now and then retire from the 
anxious cares of this life, and openly 
_ profeſs their belief of God's continual 

preſence with them, and his watchful eye 
over them, the deſire of requeſting of 
him what they want, and of Eg 
thanks for what they have, would gra 
dually. decline, and in. time loſe all ;nflu- 
ence over them ; whence. the expediency 
of aſſigning certain portions of time for 
the. obſervance. of religious duties upon 
the ſtrength of human authority only. It 
hath been the invariable practice of the 
wiſeſt and beſt regulated ſtates, ever to 
maintain the reverence due to thoſe ap- 
pointments, as the beſt preſervative of 
public peace; and the moſt effectual check 
upon tyranny and faction; they were ſen- 
fible of the mighty advantage of the doc- 


trine of a a God and Providence to ſociety, 
C and 


— 
E nr 
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and with great judgment availed them- 


ſelves of it. Taking all poſſible care to 
retain a lively memory thereof by the ex- 


hibition of certain rites, and the regular 


returns of the appointed times of worſhip : 
having their days of humiliation and de- 


precation; of prayer and ſupplication; of 


commemoration and thankſgiving. In 
them it was the {till voice of nature, or, 
more probably, the uncertain remains of 


| ſome confuſed ancient tradition. To God's 


peculiar people it was proclaimed aloud 
by an expreſs from heaven ; a particular 


charge being given by himſelf, and after- 


wards by his firſt great prophet, for the 
moſt punctual obſervation of it. The li- 
mitation of a ſeventh of our time to reſt, 
and ſacred offices, is an act of the great 


God himſelf, and almoſt coeval with the 


creation ; the Jews alſo, the better to keep 
in mind the great work of the creation, 
as alſo their deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage, conſecrated the ſeventh day, by 
refraining from all kinds of labour, and 
devoting themſelves entirely to God, up- 
on it. The Jewiſh ritual was a rigorous 

diſcipline, 


= 

diſcipline, a the obſervance of it, par- 
ticularly of their Sabbath, bound upon 
them by the moſt alarming ſanctions. 

We Chriſtians, indeed, are not obliged 

to keep out Sabbath with that ſtrictneſs 
the Jews did; but, on the contrary, have 
received commandment to fland foft in the 
liberty with which Chriſt hath made us free. 

And the. great prophet of the world has 


2 well inſtructed us in the nature and de- 


ſign of a Sabbath, directly affirming, the 
Sabbath was made for man, and not man 
for the Sabbath. And as we are not tied 
down to their rigid obſervation, ſo nei- 
ther to hold our Sabbath on the ſame day 
with them, which is now, for the beſt 
reaſons, changed to the firſt day of the 
week; being the day on which our Glo- 
rious Deliverer triumphed over man's laſt 
enemy, death, by putting an entire pe- 
riod to its power, as he actually did, in 
his own reſurrection. But tho' in keep- 
ing the Sabbath we are not, as they were, 
bound by the letter, yet are we to keep 
it in a no leſs (rather let me ſay in a 
more) worthy and reſpectable manner; 


5 in 
TM. 


[ 12] 
in ſpirit and in truth; with clean hearts 
and heavenly affections. Being no longer 
in bondage to a killing law, but under 
the free communications of grace, all our 
religious ſervices ſhould flow from a 
higher and more exalted principle. Since 
according to the advantages we enjoy, 
ſhould be our progreſs in ſubſtantial piety, 
in purity of manners, and a holy un- 
blamceable converſation. The diſpenſa- 
tion of Chriſt being infinitely more per- 
fect in its kind, and every way better 
fitted to improve, refine, and advance 
man's nature, than that of Moſes, it is 
only a juſtice due to its ſuperiof excellen- 
cy, that the Chriſtian Sabbath ſhould be 
held in equal reverence, at leaſt, with the 
Jewiſh one formerly; to do otherwiſe, 
would be paying a very mean compli- 
ment to its Divine Author. How care- 
ful the firſt Chriſtians were to meet on 
that day to worſhip a crucified Saviour, 
and to abound in love, charity, and all 
other good works, 1s abundantly evi- 
dent from ſeveral paſſages in the Acts, 
| FRE Epiſtles, and the hiſtory of thoſe 
firſt 


LI4F 
firſt and beſt ages of the church; con- 
ſtantly bearing in mind that comfortable 
expreſſion of their bleſſed Lord, that 
' aohere two or three are met together, 
in his name, there would he be in the midſt 
, them. Nothing but extreme ſickneſs, 
or ſome very preſſing neceſſity, could keep 
them from aſſembling together, and joiri- 
ing in prayer, in praiſes, and other parts 
of Chriſtian 'worſhip. If modern times 
be meaſured by this ſtandard, they fall 
far ſhott of it. It is a diſgrace to our 
Holy religion to ſay, how ſhamefully the 
generality of Chriſtians follow behind 
in this particular! How much they want 
of the others faith, their zeal, their cou- 
rage, their conſtancy, and ſanctity of 
life! How imperfectly do they draw after 
ſuch glorious patterns | They run the 
race ſo faintly, as if they deſpaired of ob- 
taining the prize, or elſe thought it 
not worth contending for. Comparative- 
ly thin to what they might be, are our 
| churches on the Lord's Day, and but a 
very ſmall part of it is taken up in holy | 
and devout exerciſes ; in calling over our 

l | thoughts, 


euer 
N 
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[14] 
thoughts, devices, and actions, of ” | 
preceding week ; and when we have kept 
to'our duty, rejoicing thereat, and pray- 
ing for Grace to perſevere ; where we 
have failed in, or fallen from it, to im- 
plore ſtrength of heaven to guard this 
weak fide of our nature, that we may 
be able to withſtand temptations; in 
examining the ſtate of the ſoul, and ſee- 
ing upon what terms it ſtands with the 
father of ſpirits; in ſettling our accounts, 
and endeavouring all we can to make our 


peace with God ; this is the proper work 


of a Sabbath, and the. bounden duty of 
every Chriſtian upon it. But how few 
ſpend it in this manner ! How backward 


are many in going to the houſe of God, 


and how eager to fly to ſome favourite 
diverſion, as if the whole of one was no- 
thing but a penance, and their all lay at 


fake at the other ; the doors of . our 
places of faſhionable entertainment are 


as much reſorted to, and as thickly 
crowded, as if they were the gates of 


heaven, and an entrance into manſions of 


the moſt exquiſite bliſs and glory. Plays, 


cards, aſſemblies, &c. ſeem to have diſ- 
ſipated 


Tho 

| Gpated all thoughts of another ſtate, * 
deſtroyed the true 'reliſh for every thing 
ſolid, intellectual and manly. What ab- 
ſurdity is this ! How inconſiſtent with the 
benevolent purpoſes of creation l It is to 
ſink beneath the dignity of our being, 

and to forfeit all title to rationality. _ 


Dos he, who gave us life, health, 
the free uſe of the faculties of the mind, 
and members of the body, and all things 
_ richly to enjoy, deſerve nothing of us in 
return for ſuch invaluable bleflings ? Shall 
not he, whoſe hand hath been fo often 
' raiſed to defend us in danger; fo ſeaſon- 
ably reached out to relieve us in want, be 
ſcarce once adored, invoked, or perhaps 
ſo much as remembered by us! This is 
ſuch aſtoniſhing. folly, ſuch a pitch of 
madneſs, as none who has the leaſt ſhare 
of ſenſe could, one would think, ever 
arrive at. Is it poſſible we ſhould forget 


God our Maker, who hath done thoſe 


great things for us? That covered our 
head in the day of battle, and in times of 
ſcarcity and diſtreſs, poured forth his be- 
 nefits upon us ? Hear, O heavens, and 

ſtand 


Cd 7: 

| ſtand amazed, O earth ! Surely a favour is 

| worth aſking for, and the leaſt we can 
do for the leaſt of God's kindneſſes, is 
to acknowledge the receipt of them! 

Which as it is the cheapeſt and eaſieſt, ſo 
the. only tribute he expects of us. To . 
purſue this a little father 1:41:07 05 fig 


—— 


How can we think but that one ſo cu- 
riouſly and wonderfully made as man, muſt 
be formed for ſome noble purpoſe | For 
5 what were the powers of thought given him, 
if not to contemplate the bleſſings he en- 
joys? For what was memory, unleſs to 
preſerve the ſenſe of them freſh, lively 
and vigorous, in his mind? Or why rea- 
ſon, if not to find out its free and 
bountiful Author? Or ſpeech, which 
ſets him above all other parts of the vi- 
fible creation; but that upon bended 
knees, and with hands expanded, he may 
pour out his ſoul in prayer before the 
footſtool of grace; moſt earneſtly be- 
ſeeching the infinite Majeſty there to re- 
move far off the evils he feareth, and to 
grant him ſuch things, as, whether he 
knows and nameth them or not, are moſt 
neceſlary 


— * . — — — r 
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neceſſary in his circumſtances. And when 


occaſions require, as they frequently will, 


a lip-tribute,” to lift up his heart in ſongs 


of praiſe and thankſgiving to him. To 


be unmindful therefore of the God that 
formed us, or not to give him the glory 


both with our tongues and in our lives, 


for what we have and hold at his good 
pleaſure, is to invert the order of things; 
to unman ourſelves. It is to fall from our 
own height, and to make a chaſm in the 


ſcale of beings. 


I Tuixx I plainly perceive 1 we have 
ſuch obligations upon us, as no other peo- 
ple under heaven are bound by. We ſeem 
indeed to have been marked out by the 

moſt high for favourites. Enjoying | pre- 
eminences above moſt other nations in 
the known world. Such are — an extra- 
ordinary fertility of ſoil, with a happy con- 


currence of cauſes for cultivating and im- 


proving it to the utmoſt advantage —a 
greater commodiouſneſs, in various ways, 
for carrying on, and reaping all the be- 
nefits of a wide and extended commerce 

D —a 
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-a purer and more reaſonable form of 
religious ſervice, pointing directly to the 


two great ends aimed at by it, the honour 
of God and our own ſalvation the beſt 
conſtituted form of civil policy any na- 
tion can boaſt of; with many other pri- 


vileges of inferior conſideration, which 
brought together, make a great ſum, and 


would in other countries be eſteemed 


mighty bleſſings. And what is more, we 
have oftener than once bravely defeated 
thoſe who envied us theſe ſpecial advan- 
tages, and ſeemed fully bent to diſpoſſeſs 
us of them. By many ſignal acts of Pro- 
vidence we have been happily delivered 
from all our enemies, at home and abroad. 


And if we have been thus remarkably diſ- 


tinguiſhed, and i in ſo conſpicuous a man- 
ner aſſiſted, on particular emergencies, 
from above, how ſhould our breaſts heave 
with ; joy, and our tongues break out into 
ſongs of praiſe and thankſgiving to the 
e Jack great and unmerited mer- 
cies—chearfully receiving his laws into | 
our hearts, and faithfully tranſcribing them 


into practice —beating good-will ta, and 
| £ pro- 


[19] 
| promoting good-will amongſt, all man- 
kind. In a word, having our wills mould- 


ed into a perfect conformity with his, and 


ever diſpoſed to yield obedience to it. 


Such and no other ſhould have been our 


ſentiments: thoſe and no leſs our re- 


turns. But what were they? I am loth 


to ſpeak them. Flagrant diſreſpect in a 


variety of inſtances, and the moſt deteſta- 


ble ingratitude to the King of kings. An 
almoſt total defection from his ſervice ; 
and an open viſible contempt of his au- 
thority, in forſaking his aſſemblies, un- 
hallowing his ſabbaths, rejecting his or- 
dinances, profaning his great and terrible 


name, denying his omniſcience, and de- 
riding his omnipotence, with the long 
ſtring of other ſins, that ariſe from thoſe 
and attend upon them. And we have 


been as notoriouſly faulty in the breach of 
moral as of religious duties. Diſſemblers, 


deceivers, oppreſſors, backbiters, tearing 
in pieces, and devouring one another all 


manner of ways, by ſecret machinations, 
and bare-faced villany. We are much 
the ſame in temper and manners with 


D3 thoſe 
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thoſe the Apoſtle deſcribes in the firſt 
chapter of his epiſtle to the Romans, with 


this remarkable difference, that they were 


heathens, and we call ourſelves Chriſtians. 
They groped their way by a faint uncer- 


tain twilight, we walk in broad day, and 


enjoy a meridian ſun. In one word, an 
univerſal diſlike to holy things, and a 
greedy ſwallowing of whatever is impure 
and forbidden, ſeems to have infected all 
denominations of men to a degree not to 
be parallelled in the hiſtory of any age, 
where fo much light to diſcover our du- 


ty, and fo many gracious offers of aſſiſ- 


tance to perform it, have been afforded. 
Shall not I vifit for theſe things, ſaith the 


Lord ? Shall not my foul be avenged on ſuch 


a nation as this ? Let us neither deny nor 
diffemble the matter. We have already 
had an earneſt of what we may reaſona- 
bly dread, and ſhall moſt certainly feel, 
if we continue any longer in ſuch daring 
impieties: a loud call from heaven to 
turn from the evil of our ways. To dwell 
a minute upon this. God's ſeveral diſ- 


eee beſpeak the higheſt propriety, 
and 


At I 

and moſt unconfined benevolence in the 
choice and completion of them; being all 
intended, either to cheriſh and encourage 
our labour of love and patience in well - 
doing ; or to check and reſtrain our vices 
and blaſphemies of various kinds. ben 
God's judgments are abroad, the inhabitants 
of the earth ſhould learn righteouſneſs. © 


Ir God ſpeaks to us in anger, we ſhould 


forthwith ſuſpect ſomething amiſs, and 
begin the examination. And where we 
have failed, either by omitting, or going 
againſt our duty, there to do all we can 
to repair former neglects and breaches of 
it. And ſuppoſing we continue ixſenſible 
after God has given us ſuch a ſenſible de- 


monſtration of his diſpleaſure : ſhould our 


ſtiff necks refuſe to bend, and our proud 
hearts ſcorn to be humbled, can it be 
thought, but he will /mte us with a rod of 
iron, and daſo us in preces like a Hotter” D 


_ veſſel. 

| And what is here ſaid of individuals 

holds A true of publick ſocieties. If 
once, 
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once à ſtate hears from God in diſplea- 
fure, both the head and members ſhould 
immediately enter into a ſtrict ſcrutiny 
with themſelves, and ſearch diligently for 
the abominable thing, which, if not time- 
ly put away, will moſt certainly provoke 
God to deſtroy them. But ſince generals 
never affect ſo much as particulars, and no 
particulars like thoſe in which we are im- 
mediately, or as parts of a whole, con- 
cerned, let us here ſtop a little, and reflect 
upon what has been, and may probably 
be our caſe again, if in ſpite of God's mo- 
nitions we remain as thoughtleſs and diſ- 
ſolute as ever, 


Wa is a devouring monſter that ſcat- 
ters firebrands and arrows, deſolation and 
terror, wherever it breaks out. Tho' it 
ſhould have juſtice on its fide, and no hu- 
man means be omitted to ſecure ſucceſs, yet 
it cannot be proſecuted but at the expence 
of much blood and treaſure. We had 
ſcarce got out of one war, but we were 
in another. And though our late milita- 
ry operations were conducted with all poſ- 
_ 
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ſible foreſight and vigour, and ſuch con- 
queſts have been made in every part of 
the globe where we engaged, as exceed- 
ed our moſt ſanguine hopes; as have 
been most probably the envy of many of 
the preſent potentates upon earth ; and 
will moſt certainly be the admiration of 
all who in after- times ſhall happen to hear 
of them; yet notwithſtanding all the glo- 
ry and acceſſion of territory, we have gain- 
ed by the matchleſs bravery of our arms, 
the war hath brought ſore and laſting 
evils upon us. The national debt which, 
before this period, was greater than we 
could well bear, hath ſince been enor- 
mouſly increaſed, and is become in a man- 
ner inſupportable, And the time of our 
deliverance removed I fear to an unmea- 
ſurable diſtance. Every neceſſary of life 
is taxed ſo high, as to be almoſt out of the 
reach of the poor. The war before the 
laſt came not alone, but in the progreſs 
of it an unnatural rebellion broke out, that 
threatened no leſs than an extirpation of 
our religion, laws and liberties. To theſe 
ſucceeded another chaſtiſement, leſs alarm- 


ing 
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ing i! in its approaches, becauſe not fo im- 
mediately affecting ſome perſons, but to 
many poor families a loſs, which hath 


not yet been, nor perhaps ever will be, 


fully repaired ; I mean the late mortality 
amongſt the horned cattle. God's afflict- 
ing hand had long been upon the beaſts 
of the field, which might, without a 


figure, be ſaid to have been viſited for 


our ſakes. The ſcarcity of corn by a re- 
petition of unfruitful ſeaſons hath, as is 


natural to ſuppoſe it would, conſiderably 


enhanced the price of this moſt uſeful 


article of living. A circumſtance that is 
ſeverely felt by, and muſt greatly diſtreſs, 


the poor and labouring part of the com- 


munity, which generally, if not always, 
are the majority of its members. The 


many and great loſſes ſuſtained of late 


years by the heavy fall of rain and waters, 


may properly enough be added to the ac- 
count. What are we to think of thoſe 


afflictions ſo grievous, and yet following 


each other ſo cloſely | No otherwiſe cer- 


tainly, than as ſcourges to laſh us for our 


iniquities. 2. beje events, as Job obſery- 
ok "” op 


„ 
eth, cometh not forth of the duſt, are not 
merely Eaſital, but have a meaning. They 
undoubtedly. can be no other than the 


voice of Heaven crying, Hear ye the Rod, 


and bini that appointed it: the ſame Cod 
ſpeaking 4 to us, and with the ſame mer= 
ciful intent, that ſpoke-by his Prophet to 
his own once highly favoured people and 
city, be inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt my foul 
depart from thee, leſt I make thee deſolate, a 
land nat inhabited. B ut if we turn the 
deaf e: ear to thoſe ſolemn warnings, or they 
be not ſtrong enough to bring us upon 
our knees to deprecate the Divine diſ- 


pleafure—if they awaken us not out of 


our ſpiritual lazineſs, and rouze us into 
reſolution and action, leſt we alſo be de- 
ſtroyed—if we decline the taſk of calling 


our ſins to remembrance, and all our paſt 


conduct to a ſtrict account—ſhould we 


refuſe to deſcend into ourſelves, and mark 


the prevailing biaſs of our hearts, in order 
to give them, if wrong, another direction 
—if with all our ſenſes and underſtandings 
about us, we go on this year as we did 
the laſt, in our avowed profaneneſs and 
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diſſoluteneſs of manners, without once re- 
flecting what will be the iſſue, how can it 
be expected, but that God will increaſe 
the burthen of our preſent calamities, or 
bring new and more alarming ones upon 


us, that he will multiply our plagues, and. 


cut of man and beaſt together. 5 


In ſhort, wars, gen peſtilences, 
tempeſts, inundations, earthquakes, &c. 
are all a part of God's dreadful artillery, 
which he turns againſt a people, that have 
filled up the meaſure of their fathers ini- 
quities, and become ripe for deſtruction. 


IcAxNOr omit ſetting down here an 
uſeful hint, as it is called, which I met- 
with in the London Chronicle of Nov. 13, 
1766. © There is no nation in the 
« world, ſays this writer, which has re- 
« ceived ſo many and ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
marks of divine protection as this, ei- 
« ther in war or in peace, and yet there 
«1s no nation ſo ungrateful, or at leaſt 
4 ſo 1 . as this, 


i 66 IN 


[2], 

cc IN Holland, in Denmark, and in 
« Sweden, they annually obſerve one day 
« of publick humiliation, and publick 
« thankſgiving; while, ever ſince the 
« peace was concluded, we have obſerv- 


« ed none at all. 


e I AM not Maine at the dearneſs 
of the neceſſaries of life, at our fight- 
<« ing and killing one another, or at the 
various calamities we fear and ſuffer ; 
« we forſake our generous benefactor, 


* our God, and we muſt expect he will 


c forſake us.” 


Tun Plalmiſt hath ;uſtly obſerved of 
him who hath the ſeaſons in his keeping; 
how he maketh a fruitful land barren, be- 


cauſe of the ee. 5 them that dwell 


therem . 


I ſhould be recorded for the honour 
| of Mr. Pitr's adminiſtration, that, during 
the courſe of it, we had every year one 
day of faſting and humiliation ſolemnly 
ſet apart, that with a better proſpect, and 
more hopes of being heard, we might aſk 
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of Heaven a bleſſing upon his Majeſty's 
arms. And no ſooner was any important 
conqueſt made, but, we were called upon 
by publick authority, to offer up our joint 
addreſs of thanks to the Lord of Hoſts, 
for ſo viſibly engaging on our ſide, _ 
e our r battles for us. 


KERN o W 1 NC 6 then the . — * "BY 
nouſneſs of our provocations, and the 
judgments of Heaven in purſuit of us for 
them, let us make haſte—not out of So- 
dom — not out of this land of univerſal 
corruption — but let us flee from our fins, 
leſt ſomething more terrible than what we 
have yet experienced overtake us. It is 
not the place, but our abominations i in it, 
that make a longer ſtay dangerous. For 
thoſe, wherever we are, will diſcover and 
mark us out for divine vengeance: Let 
us circumciſe ourſelves to the Lord, and take 
eway the foreſkin of aur hearts, Ie oft the Al- 
mighty's fury come forth like fire, and none 
be able to quench it, becauſe of the evil of 
our doings. 


* 
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To have done; the many diſaſtrous 
events, which of late have happened here, 
call upon us to conſider our ways, and 
amend them. From paſt and preſent ex- 
periences, therefore, as alſo from the proſ- 
pect before us, on account of our very 
great depravity and corruption, it behov- 
eth us, in anguiſh of ſoul, to addreſs our- 
ſelves with all earneſtneſs in prayer to him 
who is mighty to ſave ; to rend our bearts 
and not our garments, and turn unto the 
Lord our God; to cry to the throne of Grace 
for mercy, and ſpare not; to put away the 
| evil of our doings from befare bis eyes, ceaſ< 
mg to do evil, learning to do well, And to 
prevail on us to turn from our wicked- 
neſſes, God hath expreſly told us by his 
Prophet, That if he doth declare a- 
« gainſt a nation or a people, yet if that 
« nation or people againſt whom he has 
« denounced evil turn from the evil of 
their ways, he will repent of the evil 
« he thought to do unto them.” What 
a gracious declaration is this! How full 
of compaſſion to relenting ſinners! Who 
but would repent upon the encouragement 
eG e 1 2c11159175} e 
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here given! Let us habe” ourſelves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God! 
Let us pray: and faint not! 5 


TAE ſubject I have deen upon, my 
deſign in taking the ſame into conſidera- 
tion, and the method I followed in doing 
this, do all, ſeparately and jointly, lead 
me to ſay ſomething of example, before 
I take off my pen. What a ſurprizing 
efficacy it hath in bringing over others to 
a Iikeneſs with it! And here I ſhall take 
the liberty of directing my addreſs to per- 
fohs, who, from their particular depart- 
ments in life, and the local relation they 
bear to others, claim a ſuperiority over 


. 4 
hem. 
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| ExanPLE, _ whe 78 pever it . 
add to imitation; imitation to practice; 
practice brings on habit; and habit exer- 
ciſeth a kind of. deſpotic rule over us. 
Our proneneſs to imitate is ſo ſtrong, that. 
enough. cannot be faid to. recommend and 
ſet off a good example; ; and all that can, 
be, faid . is too little to prevent a bad one: 
from ſcattering its infection wherever it 


ap- | 


4 
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appears. It has indeed the greateſt ſway 
over us when we leaſt uſe our reaſon, and 
with a high hand governs us in our fol- 
lies and indiſcretions. Accordingly, there 
is one part, and that the moſt important of 
our lives, on account of the conſequences 
it is teeming with, wherein we know 
little or nothing but by imitation; I mean 
our young and tender years, when we are 


5 daily, tho' we think not of it, preparing | 


materials, and laying in ſtores, for our 


continuance here, and which, as we ſort | 


and manage them, become the founda- 
tion of all we ſhall enjoy and ſuffer here- 
after. And if example be thus taking, 
and in time obtains ſuch an abſolute do- 


' minion over us, it much behoveth all j per- 


| ſons, more eſpecially parents and heads of 
families, to let their lights fo ſhine be- 
fore men, that others ſeeing their good 
works may be directed, warmed, and in- 
fluenced by them. I aſk permiſſion to 
apply in particular to perſons of weight, 
of property, of intereſt, and, which is 
neceſſarily connected therewith, power. 


Allow me to put you in mind, that your 
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chitdren, your ſervants, your friends, your 
companions, all, according to their ſeve- 


ral dependencies upon you, and attach- 


ments to you; and all others in propor- 


tion to the extent and influence of your 


character, take the faſhions of their minds, 


and the whole turn of their actions, from 
you vill be juſt, fair conditioned, gen- 
Us; peaceable, compaſſionate, tender- 
hearted, or the contrary, in manner and 
degree as you are. You neither there- 


fore can fall ſingly in your tranſgreſſions, 
nor can you rejoice alone in the fruits and 


bappy effects of a good and well ſpent 
life. Others muſt and will, whether you 
intend they ſhall or no, ſhare them with 


vou. We are imperceptibly, but neceſ- 


farily, diſpoſed to draw after what we 
daily fee or hear of others. It is a lead- 


4 
ing principle in our frame, and leaves not 


us till we leave theſe carthly tabernacles. 
"Tis poſſible that it may even imply nocon- 
tradiction to ſuppoſe, that it may enter 
the other, world with us, and accompany 
us thro' the whole of our duration. This 
ſhe ws WI. Te, and from whence, refor- 
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ma tion 
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mation muſt begin, and the courſe of its 
progreſs. We muſt begin it ourſelves 


ſet the example in our own perſons Our 
neareſt and deareſt relations and depen- 


dents will ſoon take the impreſſion, who, 
jointly with us, ſhall tranſmit it to others, 
thoſe to their families and intimates, and 
ſo on as far as the name and character of 


each reſpectively reacheth. But the high- 


er any one is raiſed, the further is he 
ſeen, and the more extenſive effect will 
his example have : if good, it is a diffu- 
ſive laſting bleſſing; if bad, pregnant 


with the moſt deſtructive evils. But be- 


cauſe from the preſent depravity of our 
nature, and the prevailing run of educa- 
tion as to morals, bad habits are ſooner 
generated, and thrive and grow much 
faſter than good ones, it will be proper 
to bend the whole force of the argument 
againſt the former. Quick indeed is the 
growth, and abundant the increaſe of vice, 
when it takes root in any place of emi- 
nence: from whence the great man diſ- 
perſes his impieties amongſt all around 
him, the kingdom is ſtained with his de- 
filements, and his unrighteouſneſs runs 
F down 
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[44] 
down like the mighty waters. And thus 
might the product of flagitiouſneſs be af- 
certained with great exactneſs in any given 
ſituation. But the limits T have preſcrib- 
ed myſelf will not admit of ſuch a calcu- 
lation. Conſider this all ye thoughtleſs 
ones, eſpecially you who are exalted above 


your brethren, and build your neſts 'on - 
high. Are you diſtinguiſhed by birth — 


by alliances by titles - by many rich and 
fertile manors! Let it not be thought, that 
theſe are privileges which ſet you free 
from every ſocial tye, but that they draw 


the knot cloſer, and bind you to a more 


{ſti obſervance than what 1s required of 


perſons in inferior ſtations. They are ta- 


Tents given with an intention of exacting 
an account of the uſe which ſhall be made 


of them. We are told, that where much | 


is diſpenſed much will be required. The 
more men employ them to their Lord's 
honour, and to the ſervice of their fellow- 
creatures, the kinder reception they will 
meet with, and the higher forms they 


ſhall be advanced to, in his kingdom of 


glory; like ſtars of the firſt magnitude, 


_ will ſhine. with SRP luſtre and 


ſtren gth. 


TIL 
Arength. But if they fooliſhly bury them 
in the ground, or, which is ſtill worle, 
impiouſly turn them to his diſhonour, the 
ſorer condemnation. will fall and reſt upon 
them. | Permit me to veg of you, 1 in terms 
Kei of gay delight, and enchanting 

pleaſures, ſoften your minds, and quench 
all ſerious thoughts of your immortal con- 
cerns, and the character you were deſi gned 
to ſuſtain, in another world. Be not fo 
inconſiderate, as to imagine you are at li- 
berty to do this, becauſe you move in a 
higher orb than moſt of your fellow- 
creatures. Do not forget God when God 


is leaſt forgetful of vou; when he viſit- 


, eth you every morning with his kindneſs, 


and lays his hand of love upon you; when 


you have got to the height of your wiſhes, 
and enjoy the moſt elegant dainties and 


ſweeteſt ſatisfactions of life. Be pleaſed | 
to conſider further, that the power. you 
have over others is a truſt committed to 
you from above, to be exerciſed for their 
good, temporal and eternal. A grant, 
which being ceded upon certain conditi- 
ons may, if thoſe are not comply'd with, 
& 1 or 


* 


[35] 


or violated, be reſumed or continued at i 
pleaſure. But moſt aſſuredly, every ſuch 
| miſapplication will draw upon the authors, 


either in this life or the next, an exqui- 


ſitely ſevere puniſhment — — and to prevail 
on thoſe who raſbly or Jupinely run on in 
2 vicious courſe, to quit it for a virtuous 
one, and not to be diſheartened from ſet- 
ing about ſuch a change, as ſome have 
been, by the ſuppoſed exceeding great 


trouble attending it, I would. recommend 
to them as a moſt certain truth, that if 
they will but once make a firm reſolu- 


tion, and begin to reform in good earneſt, 
full half, or more, of the work is done; 


that thoſe mountains of difficulty will ſub- 
ſide, and the proſpect thenceforwards be 


as ſerene and inviting, as it was before 
gloomy and forbidding : the ways of re- 
Iigion then becoming ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths peace; leading to, 
and terminating in, a perfect repoſe of 


mind; in ſuch a calm reſigned temper as 


welcometh all events, and is entirely ſa- 


tisfied with, and chearful under, every 
condition of life. Poſſeſs your hearts once 


with the true fear of God, and all other 


fears, 


"© 


„ 

fears, indeed all other counteraQing Saf 
ſions, will fall before it, and do it obei-* 
ſance. The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of Wi Adem; ; the. principle which alone. 
is able to make men wiſe unto falvation., 
On this; as a moſt firm foundation, may 
properly be raiſed all thoſe virtues and 
graces, which make up and finiſh the 
man of God; a character perfect and 
entire, and wanting nothing. The con- 
ſequences of ſuch a conduct to others will 
be an unſpeakable benefit. Live in the 
full perſuaſion of a Being of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity; and let all your 
actions ſpring from, and be regulated by, 
a ſenſe of his authority, and multitudes 
will be bleſſed by and through your ex- 
ample. Miniſters of Chriſt may preach _ 
the word, and expatiate long and mo- 
vingly upon the beauty and comelineſs, 
but you will ſhew forth the power and 
efficacy of religion, by your virtuous and 
godlike converſation. They may exhort 
and beſeech, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out 
of it; but you, by the excellent frame 
of your mind, and a courſe of action 
conform 
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conformable thereto, will convinee and 
turn many to righteouſneſß. OE 
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Fon the fake thea of othets, as well 
as for your own fakes, reflect upon your 
doings. Think; be wiſe; be happy. i 
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